CA Leafy Greens Research Board Annual Research Conference
March 24, 2026 | The Cliffs, Pismo Beach

6 Hours of DPR CE

7 AM Breakfast- Sponsored by BASF | Nunhems

Presentation

CCA Hours requested and pending

‘ Presenter

Institution

8 AM Welcome and In Memory of Ed Mora Jennifer Clarke CLGRB
8:10 AM — Surveying the Salinas Valley for lettuce pests and associated natural Dylan Beal UC ANR
8:30 AM enemies
8:30 AM — Improving the surveillance and knowledge of thrips species in lettuce | Daniel USDA-ARS
9:00 AM and characterizing insv infections in key non-crop reservoirs Hasegawa
9:00 AM — Optimizing management of key pests in lettuce through the lan UC Davis
9:20 AM investigation of spray coverage, within-plant distribution of thrips, Grettenberger
and thrips dispersal dynamics
9:20 AM — Evaluating spray drone performance: bridging research gaps for leafy | Param Singh UC ANR
9:40 AM greens
9:40 AM — Using sudangrass and sorghum sudangrass as a winter cover crop Michael Cahn UC ANR
10:00 AM strategy to control stormwater runoff, soil erosion, and increase
aquifer recharge
10:00 AM Break
10:15 AM - Continued studies on the efficacy and modes of action of plant William Samson ucC
10:35 AM defense elicitors for virus protection in lettuce (Kerry Mauck) Riverside
10:35 AM - Breeding baby leaf spinach for California growers Charlie Brummer | UC Davis
10:55 AM
10:55 AM - Downy mildew epidemiology and spinach seed treatment Steve Klosterman | USDA-ARS
11:15 AM
11:15 AM - Monitoring the population of the lettuce Fusarium wilt pathogen in Alex Putman ucC
11:45 AM California and occurrence of the disease with Pythium wilt and Soil Riverside
disinfestation with steam for leafy greens
11:45 AM - Lettuce variety evaluation for tolerance to INSV and Pythium wilt Yu-Chen Wang UC ANR
12:15 PM coinfection and Operating leafy greens disease diagnostic service
12:15 PM Lunch
1:45 PM — Race diversity and the biology of the spinach downy mildew Jim Correll Univ. of
2:05 PM pathogen Arkansas
2:05 PM — Understanding the molecular mechanisms of disease resistance in Renee Eriksen USDA
2:25PM lettuce to support the USDA lettuce breeding program: the role of
root exudates
2:25 PM — Breeding lettuce for biotic stress resistance via mutagenesis Ivan Simko/Maeli | USDA-ARS
2:45 PM Melotto
2:45 PM — USDA lettuce breeding for improved disease resistance Kelley USDA-ARS
3:05 PM Richardson
3:05 PM Break
3:20 PM - Screening lettuce CRISPR lines for resistance against human Maeli Melotto UC Davis
3:40 PM pathogens
3:40 PM — Characterizing the accumulation of impatiens necrotic spot virus Bill USDA-ARS
4:00 PM (INSV) in lettuce tissues and incidence in thrips vectors Wintermantel
4:00 PM — Analysis and application of genetic variation in lettuce and Breeding | Richard UC Davis
4:30 PM crisphead, romaine, and leaf lettuce Michelmore
4:30 PM — Selecting for improved water and nitrogen uptake David Still Cal Poly
4:50 PM Pomona
4:50 PM Reception




