CLGRB Research Conference
March 25, 2025
The Cliffs Hotel, Pismo Beach, CA

AGENDA
8:00 AM Jennifer Clarke Welcome
8:05 AM Steve Koike Investigating Alternaria leaf spot and Fusarium wilt supplemental isolate collection
8:20 AM Rapid molecular diagnostic assays for Pythium uncinulatum and development of a molecular assay for Fusarium oxysporum f. Sp.

Frank Martin

Lactucae

8:40 AM Nick Leblanc Application of microbe-based amendments for improved plant health and management of soilborne diseases of lettuce

8:55 AM Alex Putman Monitoring the population of the lettuce Fusarium wilt pathoge and occurrence of the disease with Pythium wilt

9:15 AM Ali Montazar Using sudangrass and sorghum-sudangrass hybrids as cover crops to mitigate water and soil related issues in the Imperial Valley

9:30 AM  Michael Cahn Using sudangrass and sorghum-sudangrass hybrids as cover crops to mitigate water and soil related issues in the Salinas Valley

9:45 AM Break

10:00 AM |van Simko Metabolomics approach to identify biomarkers for lettuce resistance

10:15 AM David Still Selecting for improved water and nitrogen uptake by focusing on root characteristics

10:30 AM Eric Brennan Evaluating best management practices for cover crops to minimize nitrogen losses in California’s Salinas Valley

10:45 AM Kelley Richardson Usda lettuce breeding for improved resistance to INSV, Pythium, verticillium, and Fusarium

11:00 AM Richard Michelmore Breeding crisphead, romaine, and leaf lettuce and analysis and application of genetic variation in lettuce

11:25 AM Maeli Melotto Screening lettuce lines for resistance against human pathogens

11:40 AM Lunch

1:10 PM Allen Van Deynze Breeding baby leaf spinach for California growers

1:25PM Jim Correll Race diversity of the spinach downy mildew pathogen and evaluation of INSV and Pythium wilt on spinach

1:45 PM Steve Klosterman Downy mildew epidemiology and spinach treatment

2:00 PM Renee Eriksen Understanding the molecular mechanisms of viral infection in lettuce

2:15PM Daniel Hasegawa Assessing thrips dispersal using gut content analysis and INSV-Pythium interactions

2:45 PM Improving efficacy of fungal biopesticides for effective management of thrips and regional monitoring and assessing spray coverage:
lan Grettenberger improving management of thrips and aphids

3:05 PM Break

3:20 PM Bill Wintermantel Characterizing the accumulation of INSV in lettuce tissues and incidence in thrips vectors

3:35PM Variety evaluation for tolerance to INSV and Pythium wilt coinfection and survey of INSV and soilborne diseases outbreaks in Salinas
Yu-Chen Wang Valley

3:55 PM Steve Fennimore Soil disinfestation with steam for leafy greens

4:10 PM  Mohammad Sadek Performance evaluation of intellectual cutting mechanism for autonomous lettuce harvester

4:25 PM Reception
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